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Welcome to The Sound
Dividing two nations; Denmark and Sweden, the Sound offers a shortened 
passage for vessels in transit from North Sea to the Baltic Sea. In fact, the 
voyage through the Sound is approximately 120 nautical miles shorter than 
the passage through the Great Belt, passable by vessels with a maximum 
draft of 7,7 meters at mean sea level.

DanPilot recommends transiting the Sound navigating on the western side 
of the island of Ven, as this routing offers greater safety margin due to better 
room for maneuvering, but offers pilotage solutions based on navigation 
both via Drogden and via Flinten according to the preferences of our cus-
tomers.

In addition to greater safety margin, the route on the western side of Ven 
is significantly shorter than navigating east of Ven. The distance navigated 
on the western side of Ven and through Drogden is reduced to 39 nautical 
miles. As a result, you will have a safer voyage, minimize bunker consump-
tion and time spent steaming, protect the crews’ resthours, while protecting 
the environment through less CO2 emission.

As the Sound is subject to dense traffic, crossing ferries, significant currents, 
changing weather with strong wind and dense fog, the IMO has issued an 
official IMO Recommendation outlining that as a minimum the following 
vessels should make use of a pilot when transiting the Sound.

On a yearly basis, about 3.000 vessels take pilot when navigating the Sound 
even when not being included in the IMO Recommendation, making the 
use of pilot in the Sound customary.

• Loaded oil tankers with a draught of 7,0 meters or more
• Loaded chemical tankers or gas carriers, regardless of size
• Vessels carrying highly radioactive material (INF Code materials) 

(Above is an extract from SN.1/Circular.263 of 23.10.2007 section 1.9 
and 1.14)



We look forward to serving you
With more than 180 certified pilots on call, servicing our customers need for 
flexible and professional pilotage solutions 24/7/365, we are always available 
to serve your pilot needs, whether through the Sound or the Great Belt, or in 
Danish ports. 

Our Operations Team is ready to assist you around the clock on  
danpilot@danpilot.dk or telephone: +45 6325 6666, to answer questions  
or concerns, or to take your order.
When ordering your pilotage, please provide the following information to 
danpilot@danpilot.dk:
a) Name, call signal and IMO number of the vessel
b) Gross tonnage, LOA and beam of the vessel
c) Actual draft and speed over ground (SOG) of the vessel during pilotage
d) Type of cargo laden, including IBC codes (X,Y,Z,OS)
e) Pilot embarkation station and ETA to same
f) Pilot disembarkation station
g) Any faults/deficiencies relevant for the maneuverability of the vessel,

or other relevant information.
h) The contact details of the person or company sending the request
i) Payers full style
j) Any cases of illness onboard the vessel

Should you have any feedback on our performance or our services,  
please do not hesitate to reach out to our Customer Relations Team at  
customer@danpilot.dk – we look forward to hear from you and welcome 
any feedback.

Meanwhile, we thank you for your interest in DanPilot and wish you 
and your crew a safe onwards voyage.
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THE IMO RECOMMENDATION
To comply with the IMO recom-
mendation ships should use a pilot 
when transiting internal and external 
Danish territorial waters (that is, 
passage with- out calling Danish port 
or anchorage etc.) through Route T 
(between Gedser and Skagen)

Transit through The Sound 
(the IMO recommendation)
Loaded oil tankers with a draught of 
7 metres or more, loaded chemical 
tankers and gas carriers, irrespective 
of size, and ships carrying a 
shipment of irradiated nuclear fuel, 
plutonium and high level radioactive 
wastes (INF-Code materials)
(Above is an extract from ‘SN.1/
Circular.263 of 23.10.07, section 1.9 
and 1.14’)

Call DanPilot at
VHF a 87 (Simplex)

Bornholm
Bornholm E: 55˚ 16,0’ N 14˚ 55,0’ E 
Bornholm W: 55˚ 17,0’ N 14˚ 40,0’ E

Great Belt South
Langeland T: 54˚ 40,7’ N 10˚ 46,2’ E
Langeland H: 54˚ 45,0’ N 10˚ 52,4’ E

Skagen
Skagen Inbound: 57˚ 47,5’ N 10˚ 46,0’ E 
Skagen 2: 57˚ 44,0’ N 10˚ 46,0’ E

Grenaa
Grenaa: 56˚ 24,0’ N 11˚ 05,0’ E

T10
T10: 56˚ 07,7’ N 11˚ 11,0’ E

Gedser
Kadetrenden: 54˚ 37,0’ N 12˚ 16,0’ E

Sound North
Sound N: 56˚ 07,5’ N 12˚ 30,0’ E

Drogden
Drogden: 55˚ 31,0’ N 12˚ 43,0’ E

T69 
T69 E: 54˚ 25,25’ N 11˚ 53,5’ E 
T69 W: 54˚ 39,5’ N 10˚ 54,5’ E




